
TIMELINE OF GROWTH

Michael (l) and Joe (r) Napoleone  
in the orchards at Wandin

2014
Red Rich Fruits partner with 
mango grower Wayne Quach 
to establish the Berry Creek 
Orchards and Berry Creek 
Packing Company.

Meleto’s Restaurant opens, 
incorporating the Napoleone 
Brewery and Ciderhouse, 
turning the Coldstream 
property into a premiere Yarra 
Valley tourism destination. 

Napoleone Cider wins ‘Best 
Australian Perry’ and ‘Best 
Australian Cider’ in the 
Australian Cider Awards. 

Napoleone Brewers is born, 
right next door to Punt Road 
Wines.

2015
Napoleone American Pale 
Ale wins a gold medal at the 
Sydney Royal Beer & Cider 
Show. 

The Farmhouse at Meleto’s 
accommodation opens on 
the Coldstream property, 
consisting of 23 luxury 
bedrooms with adjoining 
ensuites in one Tuscan-inspired 
building. 

Red Rich Fruits Melbourne 
market store relocates to the 
new Melbourne Wholesale 
Markets site in Epping.

Mr KP Kensington Pride 
Mangoes are launched as a 
trade brand and are an instant 
success.

1926 
FROM ITALY TO AUSTRALIA

The Napoleone family’s Australian story 
began when Joseph Napoleone migrated to 
Australia from Abruzzi, Italy. He hoped to earn 

enough money for his wife and five children to join 
him as soon as possible. When the Great Depression 
hit in 1929, quickly followed by World War II, Joseph 

was forced to wait to be 
reunited with his 

family 

THE FUTURE

Today, the Napoleone family, through 
their orchards, vineyards, winery, cidery, 
brewery and tourism ventures, are 
committed to producing and crafting 
products of the highest quality.  
 
The future looks bright, with a new 
generation waiting in the wings.

1926
Joseph Napoleone migrates 
to Australia from Abruzzi, 
Italy.

1947
Joseph’s son Michael ‘Mick’ 
Napoleone emigrates to 
Australia from Italy.

1948
The Napoleone family 
purchases their first piece 
of land in Wandin, Victoria 
and quickly plant it with 
apple trees. Varieties include 
Jonathons, Granny Smith and 
Golden Delicious.

1955
The first stonefruit and 
cherry trees are planted.

1959
Mick marries Grace 
Mammoliti. 700 guests 
attend their reception in 
the Exhibition Building in 
Carlton. 

1960
Mick and Grace’s 
first child, daughter 
Josephina ‘Josie’ is born. 

The first pear trees are 
planted with varieties 
including Packhams and 
Beurre Bosc.

1962
The first cool room 
is built using cork 
cladding.

1961
Mick and Grace’s first son, 
Joseph ‘Joe’ is born. 

Mick plants 2 more 
acres of orchard on the 
original 20 acres his father 
acquired.

1965
Controlled atmosphere 
storage facilities are 
installed at the Wandin 
site.

1972
Mick and Grace’s second 
son, Michael (jnr) is born.

2002
Mick Napoleone passes 
away.

The management of Red 
Rich Fruits passes to Mick’s 
sons, Joe and Michael (jnr). 

2001
The first range of Punt Road 
Wines is launched with 
great success.

1999
The Napoleone family 
diversifies their interests, 
building the modern 
Punt Road Winery on the 
Coldstream property.

1987
Red Rich Fruits’ 
Coldstream property – 
‘the jewel in our crown’ 
– is purchased. 

Vines are planted in 
addition to the apple 
and pear orchards on 
site.

1978
The first Red Rich Fruits 
wholesale market store 
opens in the Melbourne 
Wholesale Markets, 
Footscray.

1976
Red Rich Fruits begins 
supplying Safeway (now 
Woolworths).

2006
Stones of the Yarra Valley 
is established following 
a transformation of the 
original stables, barn, dairy 
and chapel. It features 
picturesque restaurant, 
wedding and event facilities.

1954
Red Rich Fruits is 
incorporated.

2007
Punt Road 2005 Shiraz 
receives a gold medal at 
the International Wine & 
Spirit Competition in the 
UK.

2009
Red Rich Fruits 
expands its wholesale 
presence to the Sydney 
Wholesale Markets.

2012
Red Rich Fruits leases packing 
facilities in Eastern Creek, NSW, 
establishing a new packhouse, 
cool store and distribution centre.

2010
Matthew Palise joins Red 
Rich Fruits as Managing 
Director.

Napoleone Cider releases 
its first pear cider.

2011
Red Rich Fruits add citrus 
and berries to our product 
range through strategic 
vertical integration.

Napoleone Cider wins ‘Best 
Australian Perry’ in the 
Australian Cider Awards for 
their Napoleone Methode 
Traditionelle Pear Cider.

2008
Napoleone Cider is 
established, releasing its 
first apple cider, and going 
on to win a slew of awards.

2016
Red Rich Fruits is a finalist for 
the Coles Supplier Rising Star 
award.

Mr KP Mangoes are launched 
as a consumer brand. 

Punt Road 2015 Shiraz wins 
the Best Single Vineyard Red 
trophy at the Yarra Valley Wine 
Show.

Punt Road 2014 Cabernet 
Sauvignon is awarded a gold 
medal at the Royal Sydney 
Wine Show. 

Mick and Grace Napoleone on 
their wedding day

Giuseppe (Joseph)  and 
Giuseppina Napoleone

1998
Red Rich Fruits wins 
Woolworths ‘Supplier of 
the Year’ (VIC).

2004
Punt Road Wines 
becomes a liquor 
supplier to Woolworths 
and Coles.

Matthew Palise, 
Managing Director


